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From the Presidents Desk let myself or Mike KD8DIB know. As we are
looking at having all equipment in one storage
First of all let me on location.
behalf of the club, offer
my condolences to Bruce Plans are in the works for club members to ring
Werner WBSTVD, and bell for the Salvation Army this year, so look
family, on the passing of for more info on this on future nets. We need
his wife. A card was sent net controls, so if you are interested let Tom,
to the family from the KBS8TYJ know. Remember Tuesday night net
club along with a at 9 pm and four forty net on Sunday evening at
donation to the Parkinsons Foundation at St seven thirty.

Marys Hospital.

I hope everyone has a safe and happy
We are attempting to collect a list of equipment Thanksgiving.
belonging to the club, so if you have any please

R

BRAARC November 6, 2008 Meeting . Skywarn Recognition Day: December 6,
Minutes 2008 (Tom will check on the time)
Call to order: 7:07pm at Big Rapids DPS, by
President Jim N8PUG Secretary’s Report: October 2, 2008 minutes
submitted by Val KDSIAM for Shila KDSIAL
Guests: none (discussed and approved)
- Shila sent thank you letters to the Big Rapids
Announcements: Big Boy and to the Big Boy Corporate Office
- Emergency Committee Meeting: December
11,2008 at 7pm.



mailto:phildolly@power-net.net

Treasurer’s report: November 2008 financial
report submitted by Sue KC8IFP (discussed
and approved)
The amount of money in the savings
increased because the CD came due and Sue
was able to get it at 4.26% for 13 months, so
the CD was renewed.
- Reminder that the club dues will be due at
the 1% of the year.

Old Business

- Update on SET — Tom KBS8TY]J reported
that the SET exercise for Mecosta and
Osceola Counties held on October 25 was
considered to be successful. Only one
concern, PACKET tends to bog down so Bill
Kelso is working on the issue.

- Update on November 1 workshop — Don
WAA4FR]J reported that it was successful and
would like to do it again.

- Update on handy finder construction night
— Mike KD8DIB reported a good turn out
and everything went well and has 2 kits left
if anyone wants them.

- Forming a group to assist club members
with outside antenna projects — General
discussion, Jim N8PUG will send an email
with where and when depending on the
weather.

New Business:

- Board meeting before the new year? —
After discussion it was decided the meeting
would be held on Tuesday, November 11,
2008 at Don’s house WA4FRJ.

- Availability of the DPS in January and
February — After discussion, Gary

Atterberry WB8WIA will check on
availability and report back to the board.

- Do we want to have a Ham In A Day
Class? — After discussion, a tentative date of
March 2009 was decided on, but the issue
will be revisited at the next meeting.

- Webmaster issue — Fred N8FR and Steve
KD8DHZ, will share the web duties,
discussed and approved.

. Articles to Phil KC8QOYV for newsletter —
Due by November 20"

Program:
- Don WAA4FRJ, presented a video of the Jay

Leno show, the video featured a contest
between CW and text messaging and the CW
won.

- Mike KD8DIB, demonstrated the
regenerative receiver he built.

Wrap up items:
Treats: December meeting Jens KC80IV

- 50/50 winner: Patricia (AKA Mike)

. Next Breakfast: November 29-2008,
8:30am at the Rose Garden in Mecosta (if it
is still open)

- Next meeting: December 4, 2008 at Big
Rapids DPS @ 7pm

Adjourned: 8:26 pm

Respectfully Submitted, Secretary Shila
Kiander, KD8IAL (Val Antor, KDS8IAM)
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Updated Club Announcements

1. Important upcoming events:

A. Next club breakfast Saturday: November
29 at 8:30 a.m. at the new Rose Garden
Restaurant (formerly Grandma’s Kitchen) in
Mecosta. Talk-in on the 146.740 Big Rapids 2-
meter repeater for anyone needing directions.

B. Next BRAARC club meeting Thursday:
December 4 at 7 p.m. at the Big Rapids
Department Of Public Safety Building, 435 N.
Michigan in Big Rapids.

C. Next Emergency Committee meeting
Thursday: December 11 at 7 p.m. at 911
Central Dispatch.



2. Club nets:
A. 440 general net on 443.900 repeater 3. If you would like to serve as net control for
Sunday evenings at 7:30 p.m.— one or more of the BRAARC club nets, contact
B. 2-meter general net on 146.74 repeater Tom Behler: KB8TY)J).
Tuesday evenings at 9 p.m. E-mail: kb8tyj@arrl.net
C. Local ARES/RACES net on 146.74 2- or
meter repeater the second and fourth ttbehler@charter.net
Wednesday of the month at 9 p.m.
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Items of Interest

HANDIFinder Kits

Kits are still available from Mike, KD8DIB for $20. The Kit includes the PC board and board
components. The builder supplies the handle, antenna and coax with connector for their radio. If you
have questions about the kit or the construction please contact Mike, KD8DIB. Get ready for fox hunt
season!

Food Donations to Project Starburst

If you would like to donate non-perishable food to Project Starburst, please bring the items to the
December 4™ meeting. Patricia, KD8GGD and Mike, KD8DIB will be collecting items for donation to
Project Starburst. Anything you can spare will be greatly appreciated by those in need.

Emergency Supplies

Don’t forget to check your emergency preparedness supplies as the winter season approaches. We
want to have three days of supplies on hand. If your supplies are not on a regular rotation, take this
time to check expiration dates and refresh items that are approaching their end date. If you have items
that are approaching their end date, plan to use or donate the item before they expire. A few moments
spend now can save valuable time in an emergency. Be safe. Mike, KDSDIB
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BrainTeaser
Don WA4FRJ

Sue is putting a backup camera on their motor home. It looks backwards so she can see what is behind
her when backing up. The display will be built into the dash.

There is a switch on the display that allows reversing the left and right sides of the picture. What
setting on the switch should Sue use, the normal or the reverse settings? Why?
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Last Month’s Brain Teaser

If Fred the Squirrel can find one nut in 15 minutes and Jane the Squirrel can find one nut in 12
minutes. How many whole nuts will they accumulate in a 24-hour day if they work together? Bearing
in mind their daughter, Teresa, takes 20 minutes to eat a nut and she eats all day long!

Fred finds a nut every 15 minutes or four per hour. Jane, always more efficient, finds nuts every 12
minutes or five per hour. Theresa eats one of the nuts every 20 minutes or three per hour. Between
Fred and Jane they find nine nuts per hour. Subtract from that the three nuts per hour that Theresa eats
and you end up with a net of six nuts per hour. Multiply the six nuts per hour by the number of hours
in a day, 24, and they end up with a grand total of 144 nuts.

Hams at their best

In a perfect example of inter- and intra-
organization cooperation, the

source of a continuous string of dits transmitted
on the 40 meter band

was located and resolved. The offending signal
was reported to HQ by

an amateur in North Carolina one recent
morning. This brought the crew

into action.

The folks at HQ contacted the FCC's HFDFing
station and requested the

general location of the transmission if the staff
there could spare the

time. The report came back that it was coming
from a suburb of

Columbus, OH.

Ohio Official Observer Coordinator Rick
Swaim, KK80, was notified of

the problem and volunteered to tackle the task
of locating the source

and getting it turned off. Unfortunately, no one
in the vicinity of

the transmitting site was able to hear the dits
the rest of this first

day. The next morning the signal was readily
heard throughout the

area.

Rick contacted Ohio Assistant Section
Manager, Bill Carpenter, AASEY

for assistance. Bill lives in the area from which
the signal was

coming. Together, Bill and Rick in their
respective cars found the

source of the dits and were able to turn the
transmitter off.

No one knows for certain what caused the
transmissions. However, the

owner of the station had left the transmitter on
when he left for work.

He operated CW and uses a set of paddles with
a keyer. No one --

except the pet cat -- was at home when the long
series of dits were

transmitted. This leaves everyone involved
believing the cat somehow

pushed against the paddle to activate the
transmitter.

With the only suspect in this case being the cat,
does this make it a

possible feline felon? Will we soon have
FE1INE join K9DOG on the

bands?

Submitted by: KB8TY]J

Handifinder Construction



Some intense work
going on and a little
consultation. Some
are more relaxed than
others.

Hmmmm, what’s the next
step?




Now where did you say
this thingee goes??
Real ham talk you
know.

full classroom of
constructors. Some
do appear far too
relaxed.




By KB6NU, Dan

About a week ago, I got an e-mail from a ham
down in Texas who had attended the Maker
Faire (makerfaire.com). "Makers" are people
who love to tinker and make things. They even
have their own magazine, Make
(www.makezine.com).

He was amazed at the lack of any amateur radio
content. He wrote, "The Maker Faire was
unbelievable. Incredible stuff. Pedal powered
carnival rides, robots, computer drive routers,
kits. Outside of a table with a Vectronics kit,
and a license manual, and a QRP book, the only
radio stuff was from a pirate radio group."

I'm kind of amazed at this as well. It just goes
to show how disconnected amateur radio is
getting from the mainstream. These are exactly
the kind of people we want to get interested in
amateur radio, yet there was no one there
representing us.

Ham radio needs to be at these events and get
plugged into the "maker community." The
Faire has not yet released attendance figures for
this particular Faire, but more than 65,000
people attended the Faire held in May 2008.
Dayton, with its attendance of about 20,000,
looks anemic by comparison.

I blogged about this back in May
(http:/kb6bnu.com/why-cant-dayton-be-more-
like-the-maker-faire/). One of the things I
suggested then is moving Dayton to some place
like Austin. Seriously, if you were a new,
young ham, where would you rather go,
Dayton, OH or Austin, TX? Let's be real here.

And can there be a worse place for an event
than Hara Arena? The parking lot, where they
hold the flea market looks like a mine field, and
it usually rains, making the flea market a wet,

unpleasant experience. Is it any wonder that
fewer and fewer vendors choose to haul stuff
out there? Some of us older hams might fondly
reminisce about the bargain we found

while traipsing around wearing a trash-bag
poncho, but a story like that is not going to
resonate with new hams.

Please don't get me wrong. I don't mean to
badmouth the Dayton Amateur Radio
Association or the Hamvention. I actually think
that they do a great job, all things considered.
I'm just pointing out that if ham radio wants

to again be part of the mainstream, we have to
get with the program. Unfortunately, that
program probably won't be at the Hara Arena.

Ham radio has got to figure out how to latch
onto the Maker phenomenon. At the very least,
the ARRL should have a booth at the next one,
and in addition to all the books and t-shirts,
they need to come up with some kind of demo
or display to attract makers into ham radio. |
don't know what exactly, but I'm willing to start
talking about it.

This phenomenon might also be a boon for
clubs who hold hamfests. Just as the computer
craze turned ham swaps into ham and computer
swaps in the 80s, perhaps ham clubs could turn
their hamfests into a combination hamfest and
Maker Faire in their communities.

As I said earlier, Makers are exactly the kind of
people we want in ham radio. Let's go out and
get them.

When Dan's not pontificating about ham radio,
you'll find him working CW on

40m, teaching ham classes, or running for the
ARRL Board of Directors. Read


http://kb6nu.com/why-cant-dayton-be-more-like-the-maker-faire/
http://kb6nu.com/why-cant-dayton-be-more-like-the-maker-faire/
http://www.makezine.com/

more by going to www.kb6nu.com. Send e-
mail to cwgeek@kb6nu.com.
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Club Member Takes First Place

"M r
- L L . David Huhtala, KC8BWGA, works on a tube
. i type 2 and 6 meter receiver.

David  Huhtala, @KC8WGA, took
Michigan’s first place in this June’s field
day. Operating a single CW transmitter
on commercial power, David scored over
all others in his class in Michigan and
was 49" out of 372 in the U.S. David’s
father, Jon, N8ZH, is a long time member
of the club and another CW whiz. Nice
job David!

\

-

Val Antdf . Shila Kiander

- Ball Aliée Nunn

MikeMcKay .

Three of our members and one prospective new ham completed the six hour New Ham Orientation
Workshop. The hands on workshop provided loads of information on everything from getting the best
out of a battery rig to CW to directional antennas.

Mike McKay KD8DIB moderated the class with panel members Tom Behler, KCEWGA,

Bill Kelso, NSNJA and Don MacConnel, WA4FRJ. A pizza lunch made for a nice mid-day break. The
Big Rapids Public Safety building gave us a perfect classroom and was arranged for by Gary
Atteberry, WB8WIA. Class helpers included Sue Behler and Patricia McKay.



Time to pay your 2009 YEARLY DUES

Your dues payment IS DUE JANUARY 1, 2009. If dues are not paid befo
March 1, 2009, your name will be dropped from active membership. Send in
vour dues payment right now so that your membership will not be interrupted.
Thank you for your continued support of our club and the hobby of amate
radio.

Call: Class: Name:

Address:

City: State: ZIP:

E-mail Address:

Dues $25.00 for 2009. Donation:

Checks should be made payable to :

3ig Rapids Area Amateur Radio Club (BRAARC).

Mail your check and this form to
Sue Behler

511 Spring Street

Big Rapids, Ml 49307

or bring your dues to the next meeting.
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